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A major figure in eighteenth-century Christianity, John Wesley sought to combine the essential

elements of the Catholic and Evangelical traditions and to restore to the laity a vital role in church

life. He began one of the most dynamic movements in the history of modern Protestantism, a

movement which eventually produced the Methodist churches. This volume offers a representative

selection of theological writings by Wesley and includes historically oriented introductions and

footnotes which indicate Wesley's Anglican, patristic, and biblical sources.
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Outler has a thorough knowledge of Wesley's life, teachings, and impact. He does more than

present a summary of that, but he gives insight as well. One of the greatest is of Wesley's grasp of

both Protestant and Catholic theologies, that creates something new (or old, i.e. in the 'primitive'

church).

This book is very readable and provides great insight into the life and thought of the founder of

Methodism, John Wesley. The editor does an excellent job with introductions and footnotes. I

thoroughly enjoyed it.

Outler was one of the best Wesley scholars of the mid 20th century. This work gives an easy to



understand overview of Wesley's theology and his times. Sadly, most Wesley / Methodist authors

are not as easy to read as Mr. Outler. A great addition for laity, seminary students and ordained

clergy.

Wesley's ideas are worth reading and considering. Outler's helpful comments help the reader. It

could be more helpful, however, by indicating more clearly the changes in his ideas over the years.
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